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5 aimao. ‘Irve lived in the United~States now
- for about/; ygﬁb éﬁﬂ a half, I'm fromAFalal, one. of the islands
° .-v~ .z

of the Azore%wln the North Atlantlc.s It s very clgpe to Pico,

o M name i :
v /.?-

'-the one wrth\ﬁhe great tall vq;sano on 1t. I gnew;uﬁ in a little

~
town named Castelo Branco. I guess no one ever thought much * -

aﬁbut Castelo Branco unﬁll they built the new alrport there

[
/k\ <

’_°-sq?era1 years ago. It's not a*blg alrport. you can .only fly .,\‘
\‘Po somé of the other 1slands from 1t on SATA, the airline or

- ¢g§“£e Azores.‘_gpt over the ,Years since that;alrport was built I

"ékﬁay family after famgly from our ‘island and from Pico take the

d}&ie way trip on SATA '
R

Tgey were on their. way to An@blca. _And,

’ they‘d be back three or four years later

mbst llke clockwo

- to glve all their'ol .nelghbors a huge Festa do Esplrlﬂo Santo.

-*lelng ‘this big feas was auppo dly’ the way they thanked the

.Holy Spirit for thei succesa in America. 1 say 'supposedly

because sometimes it eeméd that: they were malnly coming back

to shéw off their ric
' 4

8.
Anyhow, you couldn't

Maybe it.was a 11ttla bit of bothm‘
1lp but be affected by it. . I guess iq

V4 -

i . ) B - .




flnally got to my rather. A few days after some ne;ghborsﬂor

ours, left for Amerlca, he said to. 'my mother, "Caramba, Maria,
/

somos\nalucos.’"Vamos. Vamos para'inerlca So" they borrowed:

great amount of. money and...well, here I am.s lﬂerica hasn't

‘Q¢‘out to be like everyone ld us. We haven't gotten rich

ﬁflqpt., But’we haven t. starved, elther. And now we're

'actually managlng ‘to save some money ‘éach month. Ue're all

1

worklng together, the whole family. And in another. two years
QT so it'11 be our turn to throw a Festa do Esplrlto Santo in

|
Castelo Branco. o v

?

. . \/‘__. ,
'll ‘be sixteen years old next mOnth...flnally. *y£§ did I

-

: to school. Son-of-a*gun, just one month _to go,’~I thought I d -

-

_ never make it. What°' "Too bad I wasn't’ in a blllnguaf prosram?

,But I was in a blllngual program. ‘Sure. Well, no, I don't .

tugueseg and they spoke Portuguese well enough.r A couple of
- tHem had even visited the Azores, and 86 etimes we' g talk about
’the islands - 1n class. We uged to” talk about whaling expedi-
tions and stuff like that, 1 liked that.. But mostly, I didn t
. aike going to school here in, Amerloa. I don't know...it 8 hard

< v

fto put-my flnger on ;t, reallx: But I hawen t liked it, and )
that's why I'n"so happy to be: turning sixteen.* There were, Just
‘some things about school in America that T didn't ;ike, didn't
understand¢ yaggltothe language?,‘Hell:bo?~course, itsggg__a

<
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know\whether@at was a. good,one or not. But I llked my teachers

say “flnally"? AMell because when I’m slxteen I can qu%t golng_

]

- T pretty much. Most of them were second "or third generation Pop—'"

T

-

g o

L]




- R (S 4

-~

R . . o <o . -
z;" ‘ ) ‘ “’/ : ) R Te Vo,

problem coming to' the States when the - only langpage I knev was ./

T L R N S U

- -

. ' Portuguese. -I was very frfgstened about thls in the begznnlng.
s " But I'wasn't in school more

han a day or two before I fouﬁd
" that almost all of my teachers were very aware of my dlrflculty
. and very readj‘to be helpful. Of. course, ha¥ing the blllngual
teachers around was a help; too, no doubt about 1t. “But you
Just asked me if it's my language problem that's, drlylng me eut s
of school at s;xteen. A year ago I might have answered ‘yea "
@ut now, I'm not so sure. The language problem worked itself .
out 1n time, looklng back I'd have to say that ‘it waag‘t the
overwhelmlng problem I expected itto be. But there are other S
thlngs about school in this country that I've Just never under- A
.8tood. I gotlusedﬁto Engllsﬁ in time, but some of these other "
' thlngs I never quite.got used to. And, wlth these things, the o
b111ngua1 pregram has been scarcely any help‘ I guess that' ... . .
because the b111ngua1 program is so preoccupled with- ;gggggg_ {

' N

\%et me seeflf I'can explain this to you a 11tt1e.better. N
X
' . ' L
Idpan see" that you re reellng perplexed. I'1l try to tell you
- about, somé& of!the things about school in Amerlca that I still

don't really understand. . . . ' v, 2

~ ) \ , o e v

. The rlrst thing I don't understand is why ;nethe Worid I've -
got to go to school at alls Yes, 1 kiiow ybu Americans think a .
N person' rgot‘*to go to school‘for at least tvelve years in order e
. _»~ .- to be worth anything, but 1 Just don't see it mysilf. You see, .

in Portugal, gix years of school was surflcient.. In slx years
»

RN . - - - . PR T
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I \1\arne¢ everythlngs"l'll ever need to know--how to read and .
write, b‘ asic arlthmetic .amd sclencs, a la.ttle\hlstory and
rela.g:.on, health and first aa,d.... Once I'd learned those aub-
Jects, it a:un‘ply wasn' t conq:.dered necOséary for n‘e to go-to |

. 8chool any longer, .and. I wass free. to go to work, Why, before
ny fam:.ly left the Aaores, I'ci b‘een doing th‘e‘\% Tk of A man-
for nearly a year. I worked 1n the f:.elds and on the roa;is !

| w:.th the other ‘men, and I brogght home my" pay and gave it to

: my father for the. good of; the ho hoﬁse. Sadld my older brothers.

We al]; ~wote worklng mext, proud to be able to co?tnbu,te darectly

° ~
Q‘bo the welfara ‘of our hduséhold. -Sure, it was hard work; some-

~; VoS s
Aot e

:'isiliackbreaklnh But it was good quqst work, and

: s\‘fe;l.t that ibhere was a certa:.n d:.gm.ty in dolng ite
4 e
oi‘ us 11\ my i:amly left the Lzore,g___ecause we d:.dn't w&;c

to work. ) No,, s:.r. ¥ 3 llfq of ease was not wh t we expected of

e Atmerft:a.‘ We left the’ Azores because. tb,ere we did not get paid

\\.

‘much for our work,, All that’ backbreak:.ng work,‘ honorable .and
3: was, never brought in onqugh for us to ’

afford a re\v of: 11fe s luxurles or to buJ.ld up a cash reserva

-‘ in the« bank. We ln.’ved a: ha.nd-to-mouth ans’cence there; we '

me, now, We weren't, poor. We weren't liva.ng in cav{s. ‘Ve
vweren't starving or naked by any means. But neither could ve
*

: -Eet ‘shead. We never “could en;joy the feeling of success. And

T that g8 why we declded to come to America, don' t you see? We, ~

|
came to /1mpi~ove ouraelves economcally, to have - som‘ébing to
' PN . { .. . /
< . -~ M - R ' . ' - K -
s ) . ‘. o e 0 5 . ) 4 ) L ’ . . . e

_never had anyth:l.ng to éhow for our labors. Don't: lﬁsunderstand v




~ show for\o:j_labors.v We.didn't come to avoid work, but %o

it! It was a famlly venture, all of us looked

grofit from

forward to contrlbutlng our share., And then, no. sooner dld

o~ ’

’ WG arrive when I found that, Just because 1 was fourteen.gears

old, I wasn' 't allowed to work, I had ta go to school. School!

" I didn't know whether ‘to’ laugh or cry. What use could I be to

my family 31tt1ng around 1n school? What's that? Don t I want

to beeome a doctor, lawyer, or teacher? Pardon me for smll‘ng,

ftjbut I‘ve heard that question so many tlmes.... Yet, each~time,

I!ve neter i"itefknown how to answer 1t. I feel lots of Tespect

‘for.profe381onal people| of, cOurse,lhut...but 1 guess I find it

-

hard to see myself”dolngxthose kinds of Jobs. No one 1n my .

‘ famlly expects me to. take that- pakh/ In fact, I'm pretty sure

they wouldn't like 1t. Let me put.it to you thls way., 1 have

.a cous:m who's twenty-three or twenty-four.\ He's a’ teacher.

.o

" When our famllles get tbgether, my older brothers kldfhim about

4

R \J

£

it.\ They say{ "Tu es que\estas na Amerlca. ‘Tu es‘quelestas na .

ca." And by that they mean' "Ah,, you ha;; the 1ite! Iou have a
game of your life. . Yoﬁ don t do anything, like the lmericans.

lThey have to struggle for .a llv1ng, see, and they 3ust assume B

that being a student or a teacher is’ not a struggle. Teaohing

And when ny brothers are really fealing nean, they leave of: the
.kldding and remlndwny oouein, the teacher, that they are making-

0 then is avkind of sport, almost.. It's a passatempo, a pastime.

Amerlca."' That means, lltarally,t:lgu. re the one'who 8 in Ameri- -

-

a ‘lot more money than he is. There® e no overtime payuror teachers.

They hage lots of educatlon an%ylittle to -show Ior it.

. L RS N -
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Well, the- law Sald that I had to go to school, 'so I went, .

. But I oertalnly haven‘t liked the way I've been treated there. .
It's/been really hard to svallow. I mean, thé teac?ers are

v

* forever treat}hgjus as though\we were chlidren. .Babies, almost.
. I jast can't.éet over. the &ay you Americans deal with people of
‘ my age.- You‘seem to have to know where we are and\what we're
] dolng at every moment._ There 8 no sense of trust. We students )
aren't allowed to take responslblllty for ourselves. Teachersc.i

. in.the hallwgys. Monltors in the cafeteria. Bathroom, passes--”’“"_"

why, in my school we have to carry around a huge(wooden kei“when- ";\

. 9ver we' re comlng or golng to ths john. Rules, rules, rules! )

We can't even go outslde onto the campus uﬁless a coupls of o,

ﬂ teachers are - out there to ‘keep us under survelllance at all {. "».$i\
] .times,, and the notlon that we mlghtube free, to coue and go as . i "“\
we please whenever we have no classes scheduled is s1ﬁply out -
of the questlon. What.kind of a person do’ they«think I amZ.‘l )
. am nearly sixteen years old. . It megns ﬂothing to ny teachers, \,h
| nothiﬂg. I mlght as well be. four or five the vay they look
* after me. SUhat? It‘s .not “fair to single’ out Portuguese stu-

‘ ‘° ‘dents thlssway? Wait, you-don't understand. All the students .“?g, A
in-my school are treated this way. Oh, yes.. Portuguese and . T
ﬂmerlcan, black and white, younger ‘and older, it nakes no dif-
ferenca.\ Wait, I take that back. They ve: got\a little system ' .

- celled "SBenior Privileges" for the oldest and’ smartest students "2}%

| £ in the school. Basically, it allows then to~oscape the constant ' ‘

monitoring of the teaohers for: short periods each day.. Big deal.‘
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‘and got themselves ready for the lessou, and,then the teacher

‘-iy frxendly to -me. He just shrugged hls shoulders and sald, .

" It's automatifally assumed in America that teehagers aré trouble-
. makers.' But for me and the opherdPortuguese students, this’attt—{ '

n..\- . ,‘ - - S . \/

Why, I was aIlowed more responslbllity for myself in Portuguese'. o

’ schog;s when I was seven or eight years old than these poor .

elghteen—year-olds get W1th their so-called pr1v11eges. What o
do I mean? Well, we' just veren t 9onsthnt1y mon1tored and re; \ﬁ
strlcted all. the«tlme. en I was in escola prlmarla, ny friends

and I would often go down the street ‘for somethlng to eat durlng

the break. No teacher“was w1tg us. We d1dn t slgnlout or any-

thing like that. We simply vent, and we got .back 1n t1me, and

there wasn t any fuss. But “in Amerlca,\at can‘t/happen that way. l

v ?

- Young people . aust'aren t. con31dered respon81b1e or mature‘ ~It's

a feeling, an assumptlon, that runs through everything that “hap-

.pens’at schooka Det me g1ve you an example. One of the first

dtfferences~1 noticed about American schools is that ‘when the
students come 1nto the classroom, the teacher 1s always there. .,

. . N

It was never like this in Portugal. There, the students came in ]

cauneé ih and’began to' tesch. Also, the teaoher was usually the:
first to léave in Portuga unlike here)in the étates; Well, I -

Easked myself why th;s w but I couldn t figure it out. Final-

\

y, 1 got up the courage to ask a teacher -who had been especial-
'.

"‘deill, Jdt ,just 1sn't_lr1ght for stu,dents to be anywhere wa.thout

adu;t superv1slon. My goodness, Joao, if we lét kide run loose

this place would behin shambles in no time." See what I nean?- ] g'

A}

-

tude i ‘demeaning. It'rqps,us of our maturdty; T




e Let's ‘see, now..../ lnother thing that's bothered me is the

dlfferent way in whlch Amerlcan teachers run the1r classes, Per= ‘

-
1l

e haps the dlffereccp b more ‘in what they expect us students to
do in. claSs. I suppose it's both., Do you know how classes are

H’run in Portugu--e schools? wegl, I would say that, in compari- (

son to Amerlc -,classes,ﬂthey are verx...,,well, buslnessllke.

. Or maybe ?fornal" or "serlous would be a better (ord. I'm not

sure.' But’ an/thlng is clearz In Portugal, the teacheﬂ is the '*;’ 

- e

teacher, and the students are the students, and the greatggap '
.between them ;s almost never closeds. Whatlkind g; gap am I -

talklng ab dt7 Well ‘it's a soc1a1 gap and it's an academlc -

gape. In 'ortuguese classrooms, the*teacher is klng. Yes, that'

L2 4
a good way for puttlng it, ;‘;h/nk-:relse_escravos, kingqand i

he teacher is.presumed to know?sll and to be cgpable
’ﬂ;ng all clearly to th étudents.‘vﬂnd the students

glaves.
E3 A
‘of expf

'are ea ue ted to sit at the reet of the master, 's0 to. speak, and

to,copy doﬁn the™ golden drops of knowledge ag they rall from 3

the th cher 8 1lips. Oh dear, I'm sorry.. .I'm belng too sarcasf

© s

ch, p rhaps. It's only s1nce I've been in Amerlca that I've
o

!

Be «o fully understand how tough ahd formal Portuguese schbols

we- Why, sqme of our teachers there idn't evon permit us to.

¢ ,7

/questlons, and very rarely were we’ ven an‘opportunlty Yo

R
e«-réss our oplnlons about anything., or course, there. were dif—

.
/-- nees anong teachers-ln Portugal Just as there are hero,

/-07- were more formal than others. But in general, my last two
o

/three years in Portuguese schools went somethrng ldke this: |

’
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Ferent, ' Sure, some Amerlcan teachers lecture, but they have 80 .

.that we re e

The teacher entered the classroom, dellvered ‘his lecture, and
left. For varlety, there were recitatlons. The teacher vould

call on ind1v1dual students by /umber, énd ask them a couple of
questions about the materlal, 1f the student couldn!t recite an

acceptable answer w1thout delay, 8 zero went down by his name in-

" 4 \, -
the‘teacher's book. These oral exams~counted Bs much as the ~ ,/W

' b2 Al

written exams, and you never got 4 Sacond chance. 43 fqr the \\ .

lecture’ 1tself, 1t Jdét wasn t hea;h of ﬁor a student to raase

his hand and' ask the teacher to repeat something or to explain

'somethlng a llttle betten.. If thers was something you didn't

unﬁerstand, you had to figure it ouktby reading the ‘textbook oy -
through conversatlons with your classmates. Dlsclpl1ne was
very-strict; we were always fearful of causing a dlsturbance ‘

/ \

durlng the lecture because that was grounds ror belng thrown

.out of class, anh three of these dlsclpllnary actlons during a

' year could result in fallure of thd course. Why, I've seen Por-

tuguyese' students thrown out of class Ior doing thlngs that an
Amerlcan teacher would scaroely notlce., Which brlngs ne to the R

way Amerlcan teachers run- thba{ classes. It's really qu1te dlf-
7, -

many other ways of - trylng to. gdt the’ naterial across that lectures N
are rather rare,- And &ven then, it's more like they re talking

. things over with us. “More 1mportantly, in. Anerlcan classroons ée

students can ask questlons. I mean...it's not that we’ can, it's

. L4 ] 1l :
0 ' - N &
! ‘ ” [N - . * \
. Al L ad M [ ~ - - l. '
*, - oo 1 O . v : e
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ec ed to. And when we ask questions, we get ahsvers. ;-
: S N .
»Thls is one reat e of Agerlcan schools that I liked from\\ﬁe

A

'\ kit
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‘start.. On the other ‘hand; I've never really éotten ustd to .

-

being asked for my opinion’or about my personal preferences
or experiences hy‘the teacher during.tﬁ§~lesson. “Theré's 80
much discussion in Amerlcan classes, 1t was never like thls in-
Portugal belleve me, Just the other day 1n oy social stud:es

class, Mz. Medelros started asklng each of us which country we.

e

thought was respon51ble for the start or,Horld Uar One, and
why, It wasn't an oral test! or what we would have callednﬁ:
recltatlon in Portugal. 'No.ﬁ He just wanted our opinions.’

, Well I thought to mysqlf,‘as I nabe many times before, Hey, &
N

Mr.épedelros, you‘re supposed to be telling us the anaﬁers and
the reasons why, not asking' us. Uhat do you care what ve thlnk?“ ,

But, I don't know»... It's happened 80 many times’ slnce I ve

—~—

been here that I must be wrong, maybe Americgn teachers do care

what thelr students think. Or -maybe they think it's a good uaf

Ny,

‘to teach to ask fof the students' ideas and oplnions. .
- - . .r r " E
° Now that remlnds me 6f another problem I've fbun& as ;& stu- °
S
dent~1n lmerlca. Examlnatlons. Come to. thlnk of 1t, ig's not

altogether a. problem—-ln-many ways it's a reller. The rlrst

thlng that struck me.about written- examinatlgps dn Amerlea is v

s,

that there are so\many,of them.A If +you have any idea of how

S

.‘frlghtenlng wrltten exams - are in Portugal, you'll understand how
A

badly 1 reacted to this at first. I had a major crisis at’ least '

Y
\once a month._ But after several months } begaﬁ to understand

that these exams are not really that-critical in determlnlng our
inal grades. Aﬁd by that time I had also hecome‘aware that'

K . - . . . . . -~
J" R ! . - o ~ ).
-, v 4
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" exams in this oountqy are laughably slmple, at least in relation

. .to what I'd become uged to in Portugal. Why, 1 used to nemorize

by heart page after page of materlal ﬁhen I wag in schOOl there,

L ‘ and on the exams I had to be carerul not only to feed it back -

correotly but’ also to spell every word oorreotly. It was very.

- PRpreTra.

rigorous. - OQne had to studa a mlnlmum of two or three hours every

have to. memorlze anyth ng at, all. Most: of the tests are-multi-
. ]

plé oh01oe or flll-;n-the-blanks or true/false, and Just about

" anyone can mage a good .mark on that kind of test wlthout study-

°

T night in order to do wjll. But hefe, exams are- easy. You don't .

o

. 1ng two or three ‘hours a nlght. HoWeverg there is one type of -,

euamlnatlon that’ has caused me Ereat dlffloulty. I was remgnded~
of it a few mlnutes ago whean was’ talklng about how Amerlcan
teachers llke to ask students. for their 1deas and opinlons. It‘s

D (<3
harmless enough for teachérs to do thls informally durlng class,

——:L~‘but 1t's qulte another natter when we get that type of questloﬁ
on an examlnatlon._ Then there 8 a grade 1nvolved. You want an
L example? 0.K. A.month or 8o ago.we had an essay test in social
. studles*:one of the qnestlons went' something like thls- "Taking’
Y 'llnto acoount th} polltlcal campalgn stylea of Theodor9 Roosevelt'

‘and ,wlniam MoKJ.nley, who ‘L" you tmink vould havo—é“én it they

roo had run agalnst each awher in 1976, and why?* - And there was ano-

ther on? somethzng like*th1sz "Do you think Uarn'n G. Harding
woﬁid have been impeached 1t ‘% had not’died in office? th or

s

why not?™ Now how in the wgrld am I supposed to prepare myselr

quibtlbns llke that wére totally unheard of. pIn Porgygal, ﬁf”/

for that klnd of test? Ther:%:ﬁangorrect answer{ ’In_Portugal, f"
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' tween Portuguese andrtmerlcan teachers? ‘Sure. There are lots i

a\l “ e

\ dents got- facts. from their- teachers and textbooks, they " 1earned

‘those facts (often by heart), and then on exams they were asked '
to prove that they d learned them by glring them back. Hereg
learnr/g/facts doesn't seenm to be sufflclent.’ It seems to me

\
that American teachers are- sometlmes more 1nterested in seeing

whether I ve got a fertlle 1maglnatlon than in how much and how

\
well I can learn. :

¢

- R U N . RO —

v C . - :
. You say you'd like to know nore about the dlfferences be= |

of differences. Of course, both in Portugal and 1n the States
I've had many dlfferent kinds of teachers. But in splte of

those dlfferences, I can also talk about (what is typioal of -
teachers'here.and there. I can make many...how do You say it?
Generalizations.- A Iittle whlle ago I talked about the Portu-
suese classroom 1n terms of "rei e escgevos," or king and slaves.
That's strong language, I know, but.qpere s truth;nn it. In-\

-------

Portugal teachers have a gréat deal ?f stafus in thelr communl-'

j e

tles, in- fact, 1n most places, the only perﬂbn vho is more re§3<%,

® oL

spected is the prrest. And. thle high status of teachers is 'fﬁk'w

-

( clearly reflected in the vay both students—and parents deal v1th

.them, and vice’ versa. . The relatron of the parent to the “teacher°
13wone of subordlnate to superaor. You must remember that in
Portugal there is nothzng,at all to compare to the American syev ~
tem of local controIWoI educatlon. Portuguese educationéii con-
trolled from Lisboa. Educatlon is~the concern of the trained.

professmonal, the teacher. Bo parents don t 50 around meddling

.
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in school affairs, and they would never think of telllng a

§ e #

teacher héw to. do his’ aob. The only exception mlght e when ‘
a teacher beats a;chlld too severely—wbut even then, .there °
are plenty of parehté who wouldn't dare to questlon the tea-"
cher 8 Jjudgment and methods. Well, this same attltude, that ; ;
of puttlng the teacher on a_pedestal, is shared by the stu- (

dents...only more so. Students show great respect for the~%

" are formal, cool, and demanding 1n their- relatlons wlth stu- .

*ﬂteacher both inside and outside“of‘the “classroom. They keep" _~

2

their d1stance.\\"f‘the teachers, for.thelr part, remaln
aloof from the students, There aré exceptlons, yes, but they

*are few and far between. @n the whole, teachers 1n Portugal =~

| o
dents. They tend to have little 1nterest in glVlng students !
1nd1v1dua1 help or attention. Now, I would haveoto say that

this is less true in the lower grades, and more‘and more true g

as you advance up toward the secondary 1eve1.~ I myself never

attended a 11ceu, b't I know people who have; from what I hear,
11ceu teachers Jjusf.can't bp bothered to look after the 1nd1v1-.'
.dual- needs of the1 students, They expect to come’ into the
classroom, delive the1r lecture, and leave._ Thelr attltude
‘toward the students 18°“Blnk or swim." O K., let's talk about
uAmerican teaeﬁz;s. Matters here could hardly be more diﬁferent.
It _took me a long timé to ‘accept the ract that American teachers

seemed to want %9 be my friend. It may seem crazy to say that I .

- 1
.

"OOuldn't accept an offer of frlendship, but you've got xo under-
stand that to my way of thinklng, this 5&5 wrong. "I expected




LI

teachers to be author1t§ ragures, I had come to acoept that as

their prongr role, - Here, no. of course, as time went on I

came to understand that Amerlcan teachers didn't exactly want
‘a; . to be. my friend 1n/22e deep~5§d#;nt1mate sense that we mean by
"amigo™ in Portuguese. They d1dn 't want to%%e my pal, as you'd
~ put J.t. But there certalnly was a8 8 hug’ dlfrerence in the way

W
* they treated me” There is a sense of conv1venc1a, or companlon-

-:—“‘“f“l; Shlp, between teaohers and students- in”thih‘hountry ‘that one T~
’ afmost never finds’ 1n Portugal. And it comes out most strongly
in the way American teachers pay attention to the1r students as
individuals. They want xo‘know our/oplnzons and ideas. They
. invite us to“ask‘ouestions and to seek.extra help. ZThey come
over to our desks and offer to help-lf they see &e are stuck on " g e
a dlffloult part of‘the asslgnment. They,spayiafter elass to -
talk about...well, about almost anything: with us--sports, poli- - . |
tics, our familieé,\the latést gossiDPesses And it they see us_
Y Qoutslde of school, they stop and, talk, or at*least wave or say
. hello if they re. in a hurry It's really qulte extraordznary'

‘Why, I' ve come to see teachers as human beings. Personally, I

o llke th1s. How could I help but llke it? And yet, I would
‘ haVe to, 88y that I'm not sure 1t's better than the Portuguese .
way in allirespects. Uhy? Because when. teaohers act 11ke this,’
o lt‘s too easy for the students ‘to get aﬂay w1th mur&er. ;%y»:, |
been;shocked at the_way American ‘stydents behave. §ot-allfof” T

them, of course. But many American students are what'in Por-
tuguese we would call mal educado; that neans that they are
\
" . lacking in courtesy~and self-discipline. Compared with Portu-
v . * > . - L4 ey, . <. . .
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'.Believe.me, these kinds of thlngs are very, very_gafe~1n Portu-

guese'schbdls; here; they 'e“almost daily occurrences.  And I

- But thls I can say. In my opinlon, the best - sl¢th ‘of all

- would be to be in a Bchool where the students were dlscxblined
- 88 they are 1n Portugal,wbut where the teachera taught as dhey
"do in Amerlca. In Portngal, I fea;ed my teachers. In Amefgca, ﬁiwr
I fear my feligﬁ students.a - o ' ..\

in respect. I’ve heard Anérican students tell a teacher, bellcly,

to So-to*hell. I've see them 1gnore direct orderssJ I've seen - . *

PN

—them almost running wlld 'n the 8chool bulldlng. I've séen them -

writing filthy remarks on bathroom walls, I've seen them come W

<

ﬁpey were on thelr way to the beach. 3

&

to school dressed as thou

can't help but wonder whether there s any ielatlon between  the . \
way American students behav and the way Amerlcan teachers behave. |
I wonder whether the lenlen\, easy-301ng attltude of Amerlcan

in Bome vay to %he duhrespectful ] .

1 p
attltude .shown_ by so many Ame ican students. ] ~don t knov.... —

teachens may have eentribute

s ¢
s o

Well . those are the main things thay have been dlfflcult for -

me to get‘used to here. I can't think of anythlng else.... Bub, | . \
\yoy know, now that I'm thinking out loud about all thls, it all ‘-;" +
seems to- hang together -somehow, I mean...all the thlngslilve men—~
tioned seem to be Just dd¢ferent parts of the same whole. How .
can I explain- 1t7 ;ixhaps it's that the basic purpose Qf educa-

tion in Portugal and Amerlca is different.; Yes, there is a

‘basic dlfferegié?of 33;; kind. .But what is it...? ,Let . me tell

( .
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you vhat's comlng to ny- mmnd rlght now. In Portugnese sohoolu,
,ehlldren are bqaten or otherwise punlshed, sometlmes severeiy, o,
Do whdn they are unW1111ng or uﬂable to learn the asslgned material.
It is very rare for a Portuguese student to be pun;ghed because
he's. broken some rule or. behaved badly. In America, it's Just + -
the opp081te. Students here are punnéhed for—bad gsocial behav1br,

°  but almost never because they can t or won't learn thelr lessons.

L]
.
\ - P — - - - - [,
o

Yes, I'm see;ng it more clearly nowv, In Portugal, learning's the.
: thlng. ,Learnlng facts. Learning theories. Learning them wéi1£3

" I know you re not golng to llke ny saylng titis, but I can't say

. that learnlng seems”very ;uportant-in.Amerlcan schools, Not that
}.'gw‘ .
klnd ‘of learnlng, at any’ rate. Uhy, I have really been astounded

-

by all thé thlnge that go, on in. Amerlcan schools that have little -
orwno/felatlon tg learnlng. I'm not only talking about all the '
. sports act1v1t1es, the dramahsocletles, the serv1ce clubs and
.. narternsohool aot;71t1esz and all that. I'm talking about-ﬁhat
‘;éoes on in class, %oo. All this discussion and expresslng.of
opinions, all the use of,rilms'and games\and other things that !
v are enppoeed to make leﬁrning painless if not fun.... As I aaid
| before, Amerlcan teaohers seem more interested in helplng thelr
“—students develop a fertlle 1maglnatlon thanQin providing them vith
cold, hard Iacta to learn.v Suro, It 11 agree that it's nloe to
. have - someone take an 1nterest 1n ny ideaa and oplnions. But i

y
stlll can‘t get nsad to the fact that it's my tbacgerxwho ought

F o1ng thle. Teachere teach, and students learn, 1sn t that
_ ‘what adhggl ‘Bhould be all.about7 In,Portugal, yes. 1In‘America,
- ’ s , :
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it's not so'simnle as that. Oh, I'm not saylng that there is
no empha81s on learnlng in Amerlcan schools. I am saying that
th mphasls seems seco%dary ‘a8 often as not. ~ You Americans

l

seem 80O concerned that your chlldren be happy and creative and

' 1mag1nat1ve and democratlo and expressive and I don'f know what

....a.__.._.

all. You don't want life to be too tough on children. You
almost become the servants of chlldren. And you don t really
.want them to ﬁﬁ?" up ‘and assume‘respon31b111ty ror themselves.
What? You say I'm Yalkingc nonsense? Well, I'll tell you, if I
‘\had only lle<e£gd to: what you Americans s _gz about raising child-'
ren”and about educatlon, I nlght affree Wlth you now, But I had
| an unusual advantage when it comes to meking a judgment about
all thrs} I couldn't understand what you were saying for a long o
time because 1 couldn't speak English. I had o be. content with
uobse 1ng what was’ going on.- And, in this case at least ; J\st
agree that actlons speak ‘louder than worda. In my. Judgment,
Amerlcans ?re overprotective of their chmldren right up until
they are eighteen to twenty-one &ears old. Nowhere is this ‘atti-

. . , X ) !
tude demonstrated mor¢ clearly than in your schools. For ue‘who

-come into them from Portuguese schools, they are easyg Easy end ‘

1nsu1ting. We are treatﬁd'like little children rn your secondary

schools both academically and soeialny. You rob us Portuguese '
|

students of our maturity, and I can't see what you glve us in re-

tu “In ny case, at least, except for the learnlng of the Ens- ‘

. 1lish language I did not meet any serious 1ntellectua1 challenge d

. whatsoever 1n-the American hlgh school,/ ,

&%
¥
¥

18 : UD 018-013

»
&+, .

E
it
il

4

s

SR ”\ - For a ¢losely related document, see:

L4

<

«

A

.
*




